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and who, on receiving it, made it over at once to some one
among them, whomsoever he pleased, receiving from him
at the same time his own dish in return, which in like
manner the lord then presented to another of the members,
selecting at his good pleasure as before. When all were at
table, each offered to the other of his dish, as was reasonable,
thus every one had a portion of all, if it so pleased him ; but
he who, in his choice or invention, had stumbled upon that
previously chosen by another, was chastised for his fault.
One evening, among others, that Giovan-Francesco was
giving a supper to these his companions of the Paiuolo, he
commanded that they should substitute for the table an
immense Cauldron, made from a large vat, within which all
the guests found ample space, while the dishes were arranged
in such a manner that they also appeared, as did the guests,
to be floating in the water of the cauldron ; the viands thus
presented in the centre of the cauldron were illuminated from
above, from the handle of the pot that is to say, which had
the form of a bow, and whence there proceeded so bright a
light that all the company could clearly examine each other's
faces thereby. When all were thus most commodiously seated
within the cauldron, there was seen to rise from the centre
of the same, a tree with numerous branches, whereon were
placed the first course of the meats composing the supper ; and
when that course was despatched the tree descended below,
where were situated musicians sounding various instrnB.f-nts.
Immediately afterwards the tree rose anev, presenting the
second course; and again in like manner the third, continuing
thus through the whole supper, servants being meanwhile in
constant attendance and serving to all the finest and most
generous wines.
This invention of the Cauldron, which was admirably
managed, and decorated with pictures and paintings on
canvas, was much commended by the members of the society :
the particular contribution of feustici on that occasion was
a boiler or stew-pan formed of pastry, and wherein Ulysses
was seen to be plunging his father, for the purpose of making
him young again; the two figures of Ulysses and Laertes being
represented by two boiled capons, which were most dexte-
rously made into the forms of men by adding the limbs and
various parts required, each member being composed 01